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Deacon Rick Ashburn Homily- 4th Sunday of Advent (Cycle A) 

December 18, 2022 

Isaiah 7:10-14/Romans 1:1-7/Matthew 1:18-24 

 

 

                              Human History's Greatest Event  

 

 

   "The virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel." This prophecy, 

from the Old Testament prophet Isaiah and uttered some eight centuries before the birth of 

Christ, was also cited in our Gospel reading from Matthew in his exposition on the birth of 

Christ. The prophecy was proclaimed at a time when the king of the Jewish state was being 

besieged by the Assyrians, and Isaiah was offering consolation and hope to King Ahaz. Little did 

Isaiah realize that eight centuries would pass before his prophecy was fulfilled. 

 

   In today's Gospel, Matthew relates the appearance of the angel of the Lord to Joseph in a 

dream, and likewise quotes the angel's rather concise directive: "Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has 

been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save 

his people from their sins." After learning of Mary's pregnant status, but before the appearance of 

the angel, Joseph's human nature was such that he intended to quietly divorce Mary so as to 

spare her a lifetime of shame. Joseph was faced with a situation he could not explain, but he was 

a good and faithful servant of God, and a man who desired to do God's will. God certainly 

submitted the holy souls of Joseph and Mary to a severe trial. Faced with a pregnancy which was 

inexplicable in human terms, Mary abandons herself confidently and in perfect surrender to the 

love and providence of God. Indeed, Mary and Joseph are outstanding models to us of how to 

place our faith and trust in God when dealing with the trials and tribulations which we all 

invariably will experience in our earthly lives. 
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   Our reading from St. Paul's letter to the Romans is from the very first chapter, and provides 

both an introduction and a mission statement to his readers. Paul identifies himself as a slave, or 

servant, of Christ, in so far as he wishes to do the will of his master. Paul also notes that he has 

been called to be an apostle; in other words, Jesus has provided him a vocation. Paul likewise 

reports that he has been given a mission, namely to preach the Good News of Jesus to the 

Gentiles (i.e., those people who are not Jews). Paul, whose Hebrew name was Saul, was a 

Pharisee well versed in the Scriptures and came to knowledge of Jesus and His Resurrection only 

after his encounter with Christ on the road to Damascus. Paul would thereafter spend three years 

in the Arabian desert, and through continued divine revelation came to a deeper knowledge of, 

and devotion to, Christ and His teachings, before then seeking to partner with Christ's original 

Apostles in their evangelical work. 

 

   Like Paul, each of us has been named by Christ, and His name is etched on every human heart, 

for indeed He is our Creator. We, too, are called to apostleship as a common vocation, and we 

also share a common mission, namely to strive to live holy and Christ-like lives, so as to become 

the saints God created us to be. Jesus desires that we practice what Paul refers to as the 

"obedience of faith" so that we can grow ever closer to Him and enjoy life in abundance, both 

during our short earthly existence and, more importantly, for the salvation which will manifest as 

everlasting life In the presence of the Holy Trinity. 

   As we approach the wondrous celebration of the Nativity of our Lord, let us strive to live 

Christo-centric lives, that is to say, let us make Christ the focal point, indeed the very center of 

our lives. The Incarnation (that is, the birth of our Savior) represents the greatest event in human 

history, for God's gift of His Son resulted in the redemption of mankind, the highest of God's 
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creatures, and restored mankind's friendship with his Creator. This event ushered in the New 

Covenant, and Christ's life, including His Passion, death, and Resurrection, resulted in the defeat 

of both sin and death, those destructive consequences of the disobedience of our most remote 

ancestors, Adam and Eve. May the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, that gift of Perfect Love 

given by His Father, conform our lives by the power of the Holy Spirit to always seek to do His 

will. Amen. 

 

 


